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itt&uctibe J&tufcteg in ti>e Ects 



By Clyde W. Votaw, 
The University of Chicago. 



THE PRIMITIVE ERA OF CHRISTIANITY. 

AS RECORDED IN THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES. 
30-63 A. D. 



Sec. 20. PAUL'S ARREST AT JERUSALEM THROUGH 
JEWISH ENMITY. 

Acts 21 : 17 — 22:29. 58 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study of the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 21 : 17-26, Paul's Effort to Conciliate the Jewish Christians. 

Par. 2. 21 : 27—30, Assault of the Jews upon Paul in Jerusalem. 

Par. 3. 21 : 31-40, Paul Rescued and Protected by the Roman Sol- 
diers. 

Par. 4. 22:1-21, Paul's Apologetic Address to his Jewish Ene- 
mies. 

Par. 5. 22 : 22-29, Paul's Prerogatives as a Roman Citizen. 

1. Prepare a concise abstract of the material contained in this sec- 
tion, noting the chief facts and recounting them in your own language. 

2. Write out a careful paraphrase of Paul's address to the Jews 
(22: 1-21), reproducing as exactly as possible the apostle's thought and 
spirit. 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. PauVs fifth Christian visit to Jerusalem. — For the previous four 
visits confer Acts 9 : 26 (Gal. 1:18); 11: 30 ,15:4 (Gal. 2:1); 18 : 22. 
In what year and at what season of the year (Acts 20 : 16) was this 
fifth visit to Jerusalem? What primary purpose (Rom. 15 : 28), and 
what secondary purposes, had Paul in making this visit ? Why did Paul 
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stay while in the city with Mnason, a Hellenist Jew from Cyprus (Acts 
21 : 1 6) ? Who are meant by "the brethren" (21 : 17), Mnason and his 
friends, or the Jewish Christians of Jerusalem generally? Who is the 
"James" referred to in 21 : 18? Why is no mention made of Peter, 
John, or any others of the original twelve apostles ? How was Paul 
received by James and the leaders of the Jerusalem church ? What was 
the feeling toward Paul of the Jewish Christians as a body in Jerusa- 
lem ? On the term "thousands" (21:20) see R. V. marg. rdg., which 
represents the Greek. What is the meaning of 21 : 20, last clause? 
How could the Jerusalem Christians so distrust Paul, in view of the 
decision of the Jerusalem Conference seven years before (Acts 15 : Gal. 
2:1-10)? Had Paul in fact done what they (21:21) had heard 
reported of him (cf. 1 Cor. 7 : 18-20) ? 

2. Paul's conference icith the leaders of the Jerusalem church. — How 
soon after Paul's arrival in the city did he confer with the church lead- 
ers ? Was the meeting a formal one ? Was it a meeting of the church 
officers only, or of all the Christians ? What position had these men 
taken (Acts 15; Gal. 2 : 1-10) regarding Paul and his work? Had 
Paul been at Jerusalem again since that time (cf. Acts 18 : 22), and, if 
so, what had been done ? What part did Paul take in this meeting on 
the fifth visit ? State what information he could give them as to the 
work of his third missionary journey. How was his report received ? 
Why is no mention made here in Acts of the collection which Paul 
had brought, as the chief purpose of his visit, from the Gentile Chris- 
tians to the Jewish Christians ? What action was recommended to 
Paul by the Jerusalem leaders ? For what reason ? Was the recom- 
mendation a wise and reasonable one ? How large was the class of 
Jewish Christians on behalf of whom this course was taken ? Would 
the performance of it indeed remove their suspicion of Paul ? 

3. Paul's participation in the Nazaritic vow. — What was the nature 
and purpose of the Nazaritic vow {cf. Num. 6:1-21)? Was this in 
fact an instance of it ? Describe the details of the performance of this 
vow. [s it to be understood that the four men with whom Paul associ 
ated himself in its observance were Jewish Christians ? Did the recom- 
mendation of the Jewish leaders contemplate a complete performance 
of the vow by Paul, or only a partial participation of Paul in the vow 
of the four men (21 : 24) ? In the case of mere participation, what 
would have fallen to Paul to do (21 : 24, 26) ? Was Paul's performance 
of, or participation in, this vow inconsistent either with his principles 
or with his practice (cf. 1 Cor. 9 : 19-23 ; Rom. 14 : 1, 2) ? Explain 
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Paul's attitude toward external Judaism as regards principle and prac- 
tice (a) for himself, (f) for Jewish Christians, (e) for Gentile Chris- 
tians. Did the observance of this vow by Paul accomplish what was 
intended — did the Jewish Christians, because of it, put confidence in, 
and extend complete fellowship to, Paul ? 

4. The assault of the Jews upon Paul. — What was the feeling of the 
non-Christian Jews in Jerusalem toward Paul ? What had Paul feared 
concerning this visit to the city {cf Acts 20 : 22-24 ; 21 : 10-14 ', Rom. 
15:31)? Who instigated the attack upon Paul (21: 27) ? How came 
they to be in Jerusalem ? Why did they hate the apostle (cf. Acts 
20 : 19) ? Why were the Jerusalem Jews ready to join in the assault ? 
What charges did they bring against Paul (21 : 28, 29)? Were these 
charges true ? Had Paul in fact, in his general teaching, denounced 
the Jewish nation, the Mosaic system, and the temple at Jerusalem ? 
Had Paul in fact taken Trophimus, a Greek, into the portion of the 
temple permitted only to the Jews ? Would he refrain from doing so 
on the ground of principle or of expediency ? Were the charges seri- 
ously believed by the Jews, or were they rather an excuse for the vent- 
ing of their hatred toward him ? Would they have killed him if he 
had not been taken out of their hands ? By whom was he rescued, and 
how? Whither was Paul taken, and for what purpose? Did the 
Roman captain attempt to get at the facts in the case ? Whom did he 
at first suppose Paul to be, and why ? What is known about the 
Egyptian and the assassins here referred to (21: 38) ? What immunity 
and respect did Paul secure for himself by making known his Roman 
citizenship ? 

5. Paul 's address to the Jewish mob. — For what did the mob who had 
assaulted him clamor (21 : 36 \ cf. 22 : 22 ; 25:24; Luke 23: 18)? Why 
did Paul wish to .address his enemies ? Why did he speak to them in 
the " Hebrew " (i. e., Aramaic) language ? Explain the terms " brethren 
and fathers" (22 : 1). Was it Paul's purpose in this speech to reply 
directly to the charge that he was everywhere teaching against Juda- 
ism ? Prepare an analysis of Paul's defense, for which the following 
may give suggestion : (1) introduction, vss. 1, 2 ; (2) he had been a 
strict Jew like themselves, vss. 3-5, (3) until God had shown him the 
truth of the gospel, vss. 6-16, (4) and had appointed him to a Gentile 
ministry, vss. 17-21. Observe carefully the facts stated here as to 
Paul's early life. Make a detailed study of this account, by Paul him- 
self, of his conversion, comparing with it the previous account in 
9 : 1-19. Consider the divine revelation here recorded (22 : 17-21), as 
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to when it took place, why it is not mentioned in its chronological 
position in Acts, why no mention of it is made at all in Gal. i : 17, 18, 
and what the purpose of the revelation was. What features of the address 
were calculated to have a soothing and winning effect upon his hear- 
ers i Characterize the address as to the ability, wisdom, and sincerity 
of Paul manifested in it ? How was the account of this address 
obtained for the book of Acts ? What was the effect of the address 
upon his Jewish enemies ? Was he allowed to finish what he wished 
to say (22 : 22) ? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

These concluding chapters of Acts (chaps. 21-28) deal exclusively 
with the arrest, trials, and imprisonments of Paul. For that reason they 
contribute almost no information concerning the main topics of the 
general history of Christianity in this period, their organization, insti- 
tutions, environment, belief and teaching, daily life, and divine guid- 
ance. There are, however, observations to be made upon this portion 
of the history, and teachings to be drawn from it. The student will 
make note of such as seem to him deserving of special mention. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloao, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 301-306; FarraR, Life and Work 
of St. Paul, chap. 40 ; Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of St. Paul, chap. 
21; Stifi.er, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. xvii ; Weizsacker, Apostolic 
Age of the Christian Church, Vol. II, pp. 13-15; Bim.E Dictionary, articles, Ananias, 
Antonia, Damascus, Elder, Hebrew Language, James, Paul, Romans, Roman Citizen- 
ship, Tarsus, Temple. Trophimus, Vows. 



Sec. 21. TRIAL OF PAUL BFFORE THE SANHEDRIM. 

Acts 22 : 30- -23 : 35. 58 A. D. Jerusalem. 

I. Study ok the Facts. 

Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 22 : 30 — 23 : 10, The Trial of Paul before the Sanhedrin. 

Par. 2. 23 : 11, Paul Divinely Assured of a Ministry in Rome. 

Par. 3. 23 : 12-15, The Conspiracy of the Jews against Paul. 

Par. 4. 23 : 16-22, The Plot Made Known to the Roman Officials. 

Par. 5. 23 : 23-35, P au ' Removed for Safety to Csesarea. 

Prepare a careful abstract of the material contained in this section. 
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II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. The attempted examination of Paul before the Sanhedrin. — What 
authority had the Romans at this time over the assemblage and the 
acts of the Jewish Sanhedrin ? By whom was the Sanhedrin on this 
occasion called together? For what purpose (22 : 30) ? With what 
statement did Paul begin his defense of himself ? Why did Paul 
address the Sanhedrists as "brethren" ? With vs. 1, last clause, com- 
pare Acts 24 : 16 ; 2 Tim. 1:3. In view of the Jewish charges against 
him, what did Paul mean by his claim that he had up to this time lived 
in all good conscience before God ? Why was the high priest greatly 
incensed at these words of the apostle ? How did he resent them, 
and why ? What reply did Paul make ? Explain the phrase " whited 
wall" (vs. 3, cf. Matt. 23 : 27). What apology did the apostle subse- 
quently make (vs. 5) for his rebuke of Ananias, and on what grounds ? 
What did he mean by saying "I wist not that he was high priest"? 
What is known about the high priest Ananias ? Explain the oriental 
custom of smiting referred to in vs. 2. 

2. The stratagem of Paul at the trial. — Was it apparent, from the 
reception given Paul's first words, that a fair trial could not be had ? 
Instead of attempting to continue his defense, what did Paul do ? 
What did he hope to gain by raising this issue among the Sanhedrists ? 
Was it honest and worthy of the apostle to resort to this stratagem in 
self-defense ? Which of the two parties predominated in numbers in 
the Sanhedrin, and which in official power ? What were the reasons 
for the difference and hostility between the two parties ? With which 
party did Paul emphatically ally himself, and why {cf. Acts 22:3; 
26 : 5 ; Phil. 3 : 5) ? Explain the phrase (vs. 6) "the hope and resur- 
rection of the dead." How was it concerning this that Paul was on 
trial ? What attitude did the Pharisaic party then assume toward 
Paul ? What was the motive of their action ; sympathy with Chris- 
tianity, or a desire to make a point against the Sadducees ? Compare 
with this incident that recorded in Acts 5 : 27-40. What was the out- 
come of this dissension stirred up by Paul ? How was he rescued 
from the hands of his enemies ? 

3. Comparison with the trials of Jesus and Stephen. — Make a careful 
review of the trial of Jesus (Luke 23 : 1-24, and parallel accounts in 
Matt, and Mark ; John 18 : 19-24, 28-40) ; also of the trial of Stephen 
(Acts 6 : 8 — 7 : 57). Who were the leaders of the persecution in the 
case of Jesus, Stephen, and Paul, respectively ? What charge was 
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brought against the accused in each case, and how was it presented ? 
What was the defense of each one ? Were there violence, irregularity, 
and injustice, in all three trials ? What was the outcome of each trial, 
and why ? Were the Jews, as represented by their national leaders, 
any nearer to an acceptance of Christianity in 58 A. D. than they were 
in 30 or in 33 A. D.? 

4. Paul's future ministry in Rome. — Consider the time, manner, 
and purpose of the divine assurance given Paul that he was still to 
work in Rome. Describe Paul's previous hopes and plans for visiting 
Rome (Acts 19:21; Rom. 1:11-13; x 5 : 22 ~3 2 > an d elsewhere). 
Did Paul need such encouragement to sustain him in the long impris- 
onment upon which he was entering ? Why was it necessary (vs. 11) 
that Paul should preach the gospel in Rome ? Consider the provi- 
dential guidance of Paul at previous crises (Acts 9 : 1-19 ; 16 : 6-10 ; 
22 : 17-21, and elsewhere). 

5. The plot of the Jews against Paul. — Describe the plot which 
was laid bv the Jews to assassinate Paul. How many, and who, were 
the Jews engaged in this conspiracy ? How did any of the Sanhedrists 
dare to join in so illegal, secret, and violent a plot ? Could they reli- 
giously justify themselves in the undertaking ? Compare these plotting 
Jews with those who crucified Christ, and with those who, stoned 
Stephen. Why did they not put Paul to death as they had done with 
them ? Consider other instances in which Paul was protected by the 
Roman government from his enemies. Would the Jewish plot prob- 
ably have succeeded except for the fortunate and timely discovery of 
it by Paul's nephew ? Is anything further known about him, or about 
any of Paul's immediate relatives ? How was the matter made known 
to the Roman authorities ? Had the Romans no power or disposition 
to punish such conspirators as these ? 

6. The removal of Paul to Ccesarea. — What did Lysias do with Paul 
to protect him from the Jewish plot ? Why was Caesarea chosen as the 
place (vss. 24, 33) ? Was the action of the Roman captain in this 
whole matter faithful to duty and commendable ? What escort did he 
provide for Paul on this journey ? Why so large a body of soldiers ? 
Locate Caesarea upon the map. Ascertain as well as you can the time 
and circumstances incident to a journey thither from Jerusalem. To 
whom was Paul delivered in Caesarea, and why ? How did Lysias 
communicate to Felix the facts in this case (vss. 25-30) ? Did the 
letter contain an exact statement of the facts (see especially vs. 27, last 
clause ; compare Acts 21 : 31-40 ; 22 : 25-29) ? How came this letter 
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to be preserved, and to find its way into the book of Acts ? With vs. 
29 compare Acts 18:12-17; 25:17-21. What had the trial before 
the Sanhedrin disclosed as to whether Paul was innocent or guilty ? 
Why had not Lysias therefore released Paul, or had he power only to 
refer the case ? What disposition of the case did Felix temporarily 
make ? Where was Paul kept in custody until he could be formally 
tried ? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

For directions as to the work to be done under this head, see the statement at this point in Sec. 20. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 306-308 ; Farrar, Life and Work 
of St. Paul, chap. 40 ; Conybeare and Howson, Life and Epistles of St. Paul, chap. 
21; Stifler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. xvii ; Bible Dictionary, 
articles, Ananias, Antipatris, Cfesarea, Claudius Lysias, Felix, High Priest, Paul, 
Pharisees, Sadducees, Sanhedrin. 



Sec. 22. TRIALS OF PAUL BEFORE FELIX AND FESTUS. 

Acts 24 : I — 25 : 12. 58-60 A. D. Caesarea. 

I. Study of the Facts. 
Let the following subclassification of the material in this section be 
verified, corrected, or improved : 

Par. 1. 24 : 1-9, The Trial before Felix ■ — the Prosecution. 

Par. 2. 24 : 10-21, The Trial before Felix — Paul's Defense. 
Par. 3. 24 : 22-26, Action upon the Case Deferred by Felix. 
Par. 4. 24 : 27 — 25 : 5, Festus, Felix's Successor, Importuned against 

Paul. 
Par. 5. 25 : 6-12, The Trial before Festus and Appeal to Cassar. 

1. Prepare a careful abstract of the material contained in this 
section. 

2. Write out a paraphrase, reproducing as exactly as possible, in 
your own language, the thought and spirit of the original, (a) of 
Tertullus' address (24 : 2-8), (6) of Paul's address (24 : 10-21). 

II. Topics for Investigation. 

1. Tertullus' speech in accusation of Paul. — How long a time inter- 
vened between the Sanhedrin trial of Paul (23 : 1-10) and this hearing 
before Felix? Who came to Csesarea to prosecute the case against 
Paul? Who was Tertullus? Why did the Jews employ him to represent 
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them in the trial? Prepare an analysis of Tertullus' speech, for which 
the following may afford suggestion : (i) the exordium, vss. 2^-4; (2) 
three distinct charges against Paul : sedition, heresy, sacrilege, vss. 5, 
6; (3) the peroration, vs. 8. Is this probably a mere outline of what 
was said? Was Felix deserving of the praise bestowed upon him (vss. 
2, 3)? With "mover of insurrections" (vs. 5) compare Acts 16: 20 ; 
17:6; 21:28; Luke 23:2. Explain the title "Nazarenes" (vs. 5 ; 
Matt. 2:23; Mark 14:67; 16:6). With vs. 6 compare Acts 21:28, 
29. Consider in detail the three charges against Paul, as to the mean- 
ing, basis, and reason for each. Who (vs. 9) arranged and supported 
theses charges against the apostle? What was the object of Tertullus : 
(a) to get from Felix a condemnation of Paul : or (b) to persuade 
Felix to remand the case to the Sanhedrin (cf. Acts 25:3, 15, 16)? 

2. The defense of Paul before Felix. — Why did the apostle present 
his own defense, instead of making it through an advocate, as did the 
Jews? What were Paul's qualifications as a jurist and advocate? Have 
we anything more than an outline of his address? Was Luke present 
at the trials of Paul (cf. Acts 21 : 17 ; 27 : 1)? If so, was he probably 
himself the source of these accounts of the trials? Prepare an analysis 
of Paul's address, for which the following inav afford suggestion : (1 ) 
introduction, vs. 10; (2) reply to each of the charges: sedition, vss. 
11, 12; heresv, vss. 14-16: sacrilege, vss. 17, 18: (3) demand for a 
fair trial, vss. 19-21. Consider the simple but skillful preface to Paul's 
defense. How did Felix's long official career promise well for Paul? 
Why did Paul call attention (vs. 1 1 ) to the fact that he had not yet 
been in Palestine two weeks? Consider carefully Paul's reply to the 
charge of sedition (vss. 12, 13). What defense did he make against 
the accusation of heresy (vss. 14-16)? Explain the term "the way" 
(vs. 14 ; cf. 22 : 4 ; 24 : 22, and elsewhere). What is the meaning of "a 
sect" (vs. 14)? With vs. 16 compare Acts 23:1. How could Paul 
claim to be loyal to Judaism, in view of his gospel beliefs and work? 
Acknowledging that he was the leader of the gospel sect, did he claim 
for it the same immunity that was accorded to other Jewish sects? 
Consider carefully Paul's reply to the charge of sacrilege (vss. 17, 18). 
Observe in vs. 17 the only reference in Acts to the Pauline collection 
(cf. Rom. 15 : 25, 26, and elsewhere). Had Paul in fact taken a Gen- 
tile into the portion of the temple allowed only to Jews (cf. Acts 21 : 
27)? With vs. 21 compare vs. 15; 23:6-9. What irregularity in the 
trial against him did Paul point out (vss. 18-20) and demand rectifica- 
tion of? 
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3. Felix and his attitude toward the case. — Ascertain all that can be 
known about Felix. What is meant (vs. 22a) by the statement that 
Felix had "more exact knowledge concerning the way"? What were 
the reasons why Felix put off a decision in Paul's case (vss. 22, 26)? 
How could Felix suppose that either Paul or his friends would buy his 
freedom? On Paul's ability to meet the expenses of his trials see 
Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveler, pp. 310-312. How long was the deci- 
sion deferred (vs. 27)? Explain Paul's relations with Felix during 
this interval (vss. 24-26). What were the features of Paul's imprison- 
ment at this time (vs. 23)? Could he carry on his missionary work in 
any way during this period? What was the divine purpose of Paul's 
long imprisonment in Caesarea? What terminated Felix's relation to 
Paul and his case? 

4. The trial of Paul before Festus. — Ascertain all that can be known 
about Festus. In what year, and why, did he succeed Felix as the 
governor of the Roman province of Judea? Why did the Roman gov- 
ernor make his headquarters at Caesarea? How soon after his arrival 
in the province was Paul's case brought before Festus? By whom, 
where, and why? Did they desire from Festus a condemnation of the 
apostle, or the transfer of his trial to Jerusalem (cf. 25 : 3, 15, 16 ; 23 : 
12-21)? Explain this persistent Jewish hatred. Observe Festus' 
honest, dignified, and judicial treatment of the matter. When did 
Paul have a hearing before Festus? Consider that this trial is the 
third in the series (before the Sanhedrin, before Felix, before Festus), 
and the last before his Roman trials. What charges were brought 
against Paul in the trial before Festus (cf. vs. 8, presumably the same 
as in the former trial, 24 : 5)? What was Paul's reply to these accusa- 
tions? Why does not the Acts contain an account of these speeches? 
What did Festus decide as to Paul's innocence or guilt relative to the 
Roman law (cf. Acts 25: 18-20; 18 : 12-17)? What question did he 
put to Paul (vs. 9), and why? Why did not Festus acquit Paul? Com- 
pare Festus with Felix in their relation to Paul. 

5. The appeal to Rome. — How did Paul remove his case from both 
Festus and the Jews? Describe the right of a Roman citizen to appeal 
his case from the provincial court to the imperial tribunal at Rome. 
Upon what conditions only was such an appeal granted? What was 
"the council" (vs. 12), and why did Festus confer with these council- 
lors? What led Paul to make the appeal : (a) the belief that he would 
not obtain justice or release in Judea (but cf. Acts 26:32); (l>) the 
knowledge that he was divinelv appointed (Acts 23:11) to go to 
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Rome? What did Paul anticipate would be the outcome of his case 
in the Roman courts? 

III. Observations and Teachings. 

For directions as to the work to be done under this head, see the statement at this point fn Sec. 20. 

Literature. — Upon this section see the commentaries on Acts, especially those of 
Gloag, Hackett, Meyer, and the Cambridge Bible. Also Neander, Planting 
and Training of the Christian Church, Vol. I, pp. 308, 309 ; Farrar, Life and Work 
of St. Paul, chap. 41 ; Conybeare and Hawson, Life and Epistles of St. Paul, chap 
22 ; Stifler, Introduction to the Book of Acts, sec. xviii ; Ramsay, St. Paul the 
Traveler, pp. 303-313; Bible Dictionary, articles, Ananias, Caesar, Caesarea, 
Drusilla, Felix, Festus, Lysias, Nazarenes, Paul, Tertullus. 



